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COURSE DESCRIPTION
Critical care is one of the most resource-intensive areas in U.S. 
healthcare and one where the quality of healthcare delivery is 
known to vary significantly despite substantial medical advances in 
the past decade. This symposium will provide targeted education 
for common critical care conditions and procedures to multi-pro-
fessional healthcare stakeholders. This program uses interactive 
and case-based lectures from stakeholders at all levels (physicians, 
nurses, NP and PA providers, pharmacists and respiratory therapy 
personnel as well as administrators), and hands-on teaching in 
breakout sessions. Topics of particular importance in critical care 
will involve roundtable discussion with stakeholders and/or break-
out sessions; these topics will also be utilized for small-group 
discussions, teaching and procedural education.

At the conclusion of this program, the participant will be able to:

n 	Accurately describe and summarize the most recent evidence 
	 based medical care guidelines and practice standards for 		
	 common critical care conditions

n 	Describe recent therapeutic advances in the field of critical 
	 care medicine which may directly impact optimal patient-
	 centered care

n 	Develop strategies to standardize and harmonize the 
	 application of evidence across the spectrum of critical care 
	 providers and clinical conditions

n 	 Learn methods and implementation strategies that can be 
	 applied in your institution to ensure the application of patient-
	 centered care according to evidence based guidelines

n 	Provide practical hands-on education in the management of 	
	 common critical conditions and the conduct of common critical 
	 care procedures

This course is intended for critical care physicians, medical direc-
tors, nurses and clinical nurse specialists, critical care pharmacists, 
nurse managers, respiratory therapists, dieticians, rehabilitation 
specialists and NP and PA providers.

COURSE LOCATION
All sessions will be held at the Emory Conference Center and 
Hotel. The hotel is located adjacent to the Emory University 
campus at 1615 Clifton Road, Atlanta, GA 30329. For more 
information about the conference and directions, visit their 
website at: www.emoryconferencecenter.com.   

For your discounted rate, make reservations via the Summit 
website under Lodging: http://www.criticalcaresummit.com. 

CONTINUING EDUCATION CREDIT
Physician ACCME Credit
The Ochsner Clinic Foundation designates this live activity for a 
maximum of 13.25 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits TM.  Physicians 
should claim only the credit commensurate with the extent of their 
participation in the activity.  The Ochsner Clinic Foundation is 
accredited by the ACCME to provide continuing medical 
education for physicians.

Nursing credit
An application will be submitted to the Georgia Nurses 
Association for approval of contact hours. 

Respiratory Therapy credit
An application will be submitted to the American Association 
of Respiratory Care for approval of contact hours. 

Pharmacy credit
An application will be submitted to the Accreditation Council 
for Pharmacy Education for approval of contact hours. 

If more information is needed concerning continuing educational 
credits, you may contact Mona Brown, email address: 
mona.brown@emory.edu. 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION
Early Bird registration (March 14th and prior) is $200 per day for 
physicians and $150 per day for other health care professionals.  
Registration on or after March 15 increases to $250 per day for 
physicians and $200 per day for other healthcare professionals. 

Documented students and full-time trainees will receive 
discounted registration.  Contact Paula Massey, 
pmassey@emory.edu, or 404-616-0148 for information.

Please review the Summit agenda carefully and be prepared to 
select up to three breakout sessions at the time of registration.  

Plenary Lecturers
Roy Brower, MD

Dr. Brower is Professor of Medicine at Johns Hopkins 
University where he has led multiple multicenter clinical 
trials of lung-protective mechanical ventilation, 
including the seminal ARDS Network study that serves 

as the basis of evidence-based mechanical ventilation for lung 
injury.  Dr. Brower has been a member of ARDS Network since 
inception in 1994 and he is now the chair of the renamed “PETAL” 
Network.  He has been an active member of many critical care 
societies, particularly the American Thoracic Society where he 
chaired the Critical Care Assembly.  As Medical Director of the 
Medical ICU at Johns Hopkins Hospital, Dr. Brower has focused the 
energy of the critical care staff to develop evidence-based 
protocols and practice guidelines to promote standardization of 
care to reduce medical errors, improve the clinical research 
environment, and serve as effective teaching tools.

Ruth Kleinpell, PhD, RN, FAANP

Dr. Kleinpell is currently the Director of the Center for 
Clinical Research and Scholarship at Rush University 
Medical Center and a Professor at Rush University 
College of Nursing in Chicago.  She publishes and 

presents on a variety of clinical topics and she is a board member 
of the American Academy of Nursing and the Institute of Medicine 
of Chicago.  She is a fellow in the American College of Critical Care 
Medicine, American Academy of Nursing, American Association of 
Nurse Practitioners, and the Institute of Medicine of Chicago.  
She is serving a two-year term as President of the World Federation 
of Critical Care Nurses, an international organization with 40 
country members representing over 500,000 critical care nurses 
worldwide and she will be the President of the Society of Critical 
Care Medicine in 2017.
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 1Day 1 – Thursday, April 2, 2015

7:30 – 8:00	 Continental Breakfast and 
	 Poster Exhibit visitation

8:00 – 8:10	 Welcome and Introduction - Co-Chairs

8:10 – 9:20	 First morning session
	 n 	Update on PAD guidelines - M. Rabinovich
	 n 	Early mobility in the ICU - L. Wuermser
	 n 	Feeding while on vasopressors - K. Taylor

9:20 – 9:30	 Mid-morning break and 
	 Poster EXHIBIT visitation

9:30 – 10:40	 Second morning session
	 n 	Ethics in the ICU - J. Lesandrini
	 n 	The future of Critical Care - C. Coopersmith 	  	
	 n 	Difficult talks in the ICU - D. Gunter 

10:40 – 11:00 	 Second morning break and 
	p oster WALK ROUNDS

11:00 – 12:00 	 Day 1  Plenary lecture
	 Lung protective ventilation in ARDS - R. Brower
									       
12:00 – 1:00	 Lunch

1:00 – 2:10	 First afternoon session
	 n 	EGDT: ARISE to the ProMISe of ProCESS?			 
	     - J. Sevransky
	 n 	Liver failure: The view of MARS from earth		    	
	     - R. Subramanian
	 n 	On the CUSP of quality in the ICU - D. Murphy	

2:10-2:20	 First afternoon break

2:20-3:30	 Second afternoon session	
	 n 	PRES: Who, what, and when? - T. Thomas
	 n 	Hypothermia: How cold is cold enough? 
	     - A. Webb
	 n 	Acute stroke - O. Samuels					  

3:30 – 3:40	 Second afternoon break

3:40 – 4:40	 EXPERT Roundtable discussion
	 Triaging critically ill patients in an 
	 overloaded hospital - J. Han

4:40 – 5:00	 Wrap-up and raffle drawing - G. Martin 
	

Day 2 – Friday, April 3, 2015
7:30 – 8:00 	 Continental breakfast and 
	e xhibit hall

8:00 – 8:10 	 Welcome and introduction - M. Fisher

8:10 – 9:20	 First morning session
	 n 	A look back at Ebola, MERS & SARS - J. Varkey
	 n 	HIV in the ICU - S. Cribbs
	 n 	Myths and lessons in infection control 
	     - D. Kuhar

9:20 – 9:40	 First morning break and exhibit hall

9:40 – 10:50	 Second morning session
	 n 	Surgical Embolectomy for Acute PE - K. Leeper
	 n 	Managing bleeding in an era of direct 
	     thrombin and Xa Inhibitors - C. Kempton
	 n 	Mechanical circulatory support in the ICU		
	     - J. Blum

10:50 – 11:00	 Break 

11:00 – 12:00	 Day 2 Plenary lecture 
	 Care models using advanced practice providers 
	 in the ICU - R. Kleinpell

12:00 – 1:00	 Lunch

1:00 – 2:00	 Breakout session # 1
	 •	 Basic/Advanced mechanical ventilation 
	     - A. Esper
	 •	 ICU ultrasonography  - D. Green
	 •	 Difficult airway management - C. Sullivan		
	 •	 ECMO/Mechanical circulatory support - J. Blum
	 •	 Hemodynamic monitoring - C. Holder
	 •	 Continuous renal replacement therapy 
		  - M. Connor
	 •	 Percutaneous tracheostomy/chest tube  
		  - D. Berkowitz

2:00 – 2:20	 BREAK AND EXHIBIT HALL

2:20 – 3:20	 Breakout session #2

3:20 – 3:30	 BREAK

3:30 – 4:30	 Breakout session #3

4:30 – 4:40	 Wrap-up and raffle drawing - G. Martin
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YSummit Faculty
David Berkowitz, MD   
Assistant Professor
Pulmonary and Critical Care Medicine
Emory School of Medicine

Michael Connor, Jr., MD
Divisions of Nephrology
Pulmonary and Critical Care Medicine
Emory University School of Medicine

Craig Coopersmith, MD, FACS, FCCM 
Professor of Surgery 
Director, 5E Surgical Intensive Care Unit 
Associate Director, Emory Center for Critical Care
Vice Chair for Research, Department of Surgery
Emory University School of Medicine 
President, Society of Critical Care Medicine

Sushma Cribbs, MD, MSc
Assistant Professor, Pulmonary and Critical Care Medicine
Emory University School of Medicine
Department of Veteran Affairs
 

Annette Esper, MD, MSc
Assistant Professor, Pulmonary and Critical Care Medicine 
Emory University School of Medicine

David Green, MD
Assistant Professor
Pulmonary and Critical Care Medicine
Emory University School of Medicine

Debbie Gunter, RN, NP	
Palliative Care Services
Emory University Hospital

Carolyn Holder MN, APRN-BC, CCRN, CCNS 
Clinical Nurse Specialist Medical ICU
Emory University Hospital

Jesse Jacob, MD
Assistant Professor, Infectious Disease
Emory University School of Medicine       

Christine Kempton, MD, MSc
Associate Professor, Hemostasis/Thrombosis Pediatrics
Emory University School of Medicine

David Kuhar, MD   
Centers for Disease Control
Division of Healthcare Quality Promotion

Kenneth J. Leeper, Jr., MD
Professor, Pulmonary and Critical Care Medicine
Emory University School of Medicine

Jason Lesandrini, PhD(c)
Ethicist, Grady Health System
  

David Murphy, MD
Assistant Professor , Pulmonary and Critical Care
Emory University School of Medicine

Marina Rabinovich, PharmD, BCPS
Critical Care Clinical Pharmacist Specialist
Grady Health System

Owen Samuels, MD
Assistant Professor, Department of Neurosurgery
Emory University School of Medicine

Jonathan Sevransky, MD, MHS
Associate Professor, Pulmonary and Critical Care
Emory University School of Medicine

Ram Subramanian, MD
Assistant Professor, Digestive Disease Medicine
Emory University School of Medicine

Cinnamon Sullivan, MD
Director Transplant Anesthesiology
Emory University School of Medicine

Kathy Taylor, MS, RD, LD
Director, Nutrition Services
Grady Health System

Tommy Thomas, MD, PhD
Assistant Professor 
Department of Neurology

Jay B. Varkey, MD
Assistant Professor, Infectious Disease
Emory University School of Medicine

Adam Webb, MD
Assistant Professor, Neurology and Neurosurgery
Emory University School of Medicine

Lisa-Ann Wuermser, MD
Rehabilitative Medicine, Emory University School of Medicine
Director, Rehabilitation Services
Grady Health System

Course Directors
  
Micah Fisher, MD
Assistant Professor, Pulmonary and Critical Care
Section Chief, Emory University Hospital

Greg Martin, MD, MSc
Professor, Pulmonary and Critical Care
Associate Division Director for Critical Care, Emory University
Section Chief, Grady Memorial Hospital

Jenny Han, MD, MSc
Assistant Professor, Pulmonary and Critical Care
Emory University School of Medicine

REGISTRATION
Ninth Annual

Southeastern Critical Care Summit
APRiL 2 - 3, 2015

Emory Conference Center and Hotel
Atlanta, Georgia

Online Registration
http://www.criticalcaresummit.com

  
Prasad Abraham, PharmD, BCPS
Critical Care Clinical Pharmacist Specialist, Grady Health System
Adjunct Assistant Professor of Surgery, 
Emory University School of Medicine 

Mona Brown, RN, BSN
Clinical Research Nurse, Pulmonary and Critical Care
Emory University School of Medicine / Emory Healthcare

James M. Blum, MD
Assistant Professor and Chief, Critical Care Medicine
Department of Anesthesiology    
Medical Director, Emory ECMO Center
Emory University School of Medicine

                       2-Day Course Tuition
                attend both Thursday and Friday

                                                                  PHYSICIANS     HEALTHCARE
                                                                                            PERSONNEL 

Early Bird Special - Through March 14 	        $400 	        $300

On or after March 15 	        $500 	        $400

                        1-Day Course Tuition
                 attend either Thursday or Friday 

Please select:      q Day 1, Thursday 	 q Day 2, Friday

Early Bird Special - Through March 14 □	  $200 per day □   $150 per day

On or after March 15 □ 	  $250 per day □   $200 per day

If you will be an attendee on day Two (Friday), 
at online registration, you will be prompted to select 
three breakout sessions.  Please review our sessions 

below and be prepared to make your three selections.

n  Basic/Advanced mechanical ventilation   

n  ICU ultrasound (cardiac, vascular/thoracic, abdominal)

n  Difficult airway

n  ECMO/Mechanical circulatory support

n  Percutaneous tracheostomy/chest tube 

n  Hemodynamic monitoring

n  Continuous renal replacement therapy

Written cancellations prior to March 27th will be refunded less an ad-
ministrative fee of $50.  Thereafter, no refunds will be made.  
Conference registration will be confirmed by email.  If you do not 
receive confirmation, or if you have any further questions, please 
call Paula Massey, 404-616-0148.


